
    

 

Principal’s report 

NAPLAN results 

Students in years 3 and 5 will today bring home their NAPLAN reports. Our students completed the NAPLAN 

assessments online back in May. We were one of 400 schools across NSW selected to trial the online platform in 

preparation for all schools going online by 2020. 

Dudley Jones Tennis Tournament 

This Friday twelve of our senior students will compete in the Dudley Jones Tennis Tournament at the Grafton City 

Tennis Courts. Play begins at 9:15am and may conclude around 2pm. Parents need to make arrangements to get 

students to the courts and pick them up afterwards. This year marks 50 years since the tournament began and 

students from the Clarence small schools and Catholic schools will compete for the Sharon Edwards Shield, named 

after missing Coutts Crossing teacher and long time tournament organiser Sharon Edwards. Good luck tennis 

players! 

Old School Day BBQ 

Thank you very much to those parents who sent in donations for the sausage sizzle lunch enjoyed by all students 

yesterday. A total of $142 was raised to help provide some extra needed funds for the Baker-Whalley family as they 

support their son Ben through his treatment. 

Lake Ainsworth excursion 

Our senior students are getting excited with our Lake Ainsworth excursion less than a week away. We will leave from 

the bus interchange at South Grafton next Monday at 8:30am. Don’t forget to pack recess for Monday! Whilst at 

Lake Ainsworth students will enjoy activities such as sailing, snorkelling, archery, raft building, stand-up paddle 

boarding and rock climbing. They will also meet up with old friends from Nymboida and Tucabia schools and make 

friends with kids from a range of other schools. It will be a full-on week and they will be exhausted by the end of it. 

We estimate that we will be back in South Grafton on Friday around 3pm. Keep an eye on the school Facebook page 

for photo updates of all the fun each day. 

Adopt a backpack 

Please, please, please consider adding a small toy, book or art supplies to your weekly shopping and send it in to add 

to our backpacks that will be taken to Coonamble for the kids of farming families before Christmas. It doesn’t have to 

be much, think – ‘stocking fillers’. Any unwanted, but clean, backpacks are also needed to pack gifts into. Thanks to 

everyone who has already supported this initiative. 

Cheers, 

Andrew   
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Coronavirus – Covid 19 

Of course this is the first item in this week’s newsletter! 

There are constant updates on the news regarding the Coronavirus pandemic and I’m sure everyone is well 

informed but also hearing a lot of rumours and opinions, so I am not going to add to this. Schools are receiving 

regular updates from the Secretary of Education regarding how this pandemic is to be managed in schools. These 

updates and recommendations are what all of our decisions are based upon and include: 

 Showing how to and encouraging the washing of hands regularly throughout the day but in particular 

before eating and after going to the toilet. 

 Keeping a greater distance between each other (1.5m is a bit hard to maintain at school but when seated 

we ask kids to make sure they can’t touch each other). 

 Cancellation or postponement of excursions, sporting events, assemblies, concerts etc. 

 Providing soap and hand sanitiser for all staff, students and visitors. 

 Reminding parents that if children are unwell don’t send them to school. 

Schools in NSW remain open and I don’t know if this will change. If it does I’m sure we will be directed as to 

how to manage the change. Any changes to our practice will be posted on our school Facebook page along with 

up-to-date information from the Department of Education. 

 

Cancellations 

Unfortunately we have had to cancel or postpone some of our usual activities in line with directives all schools 

have received and these include: Cross country races, Seniors and Community Concert and our Red Rock camp 

(hopefully we can hold this later in the year). Things that are still going ahead include our Sporting Schools 

basketball program, Clarence Valley Conservatorium guitar and music lessons and Old School Day.  

 

Old School Day 

On the last day of each term we hold ‘Old School Day’. This will be on Thursday, April 9
th

. Old School Day 

involves wearing clothes that can get dirty and doing fun stuff outside without a tablet or computer in sight. On 

this Old School Day we will build cubby houses, light a camp fire, ride scooters and skateboards, run an obstacle 

course and enjoy an Easter egg hunt! Our local RFS units; Copmanhurst and Fineflower, would like to put on a 

BBQ to say thank you to the school for support given during the recent bushfires and we are looking at doing this 

on Old School Day as well. More information about this Coronavirus free event will come home in the following 

weeks. 

 

Cheers, 

Andrew 
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CANTEEN – TERM 1 - 2020 

Mar 23  Terri & Jenny 

Mar 30  Kate Knight & Kerrie Vanderham 

Apr 6  Tanya Amiet & Wyloe Black 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMING EVENTS – TERM 1 

Mar 14
th

  Basketball continues. 

Apr 9
th

   Old School Day - End of Term One 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

               

 

 

 
    

 

 

 

  

 


