
    

 

Principal’s report 

NAPLAN results 

Students in years 3 and 5 will today bring home their NAPLAN reports. Our students completed the NAPLAN 

assessments online back in May. We were one of 400 schools across NSW selected to trial the online platform in 

preparation for all schools going online by 2020. 

Dudley Jones Tennis Tournament 

This Friday twelve of our senior students will compete in the Dudley Jones Tennis Tournament at the Grafton City 

Tennis Courts. Play begins at 9:15am and may conclude around 2pm. Parents need to make arrangements to get 

students to the courts and pick them up afterwards. This year marks 50 years since the tournament began and 

students from the Clarence small schools and Catholic schools will compete for the Sharon Edwards Shield, named 

after missing Coutts Crossing teacher and long time tournament organiser Sharon Edwards. Good luck tennis 

players! 

Old School Day BBQ 

Thank you very much to those parents who sent in donations for the sausage sizzle lunch enjoyed by all students 

yesterday. A total of $142 was raised to help provide some extra needed funds for the Baker-Whalley family as they 

support their son Ben through his treatment. 

Lake Ainsworth excursion 

Our senior students are getting excited with our Lake Ainsworth excursion less than a week away. We will leave from 

the bus interchange at South Grafton next Monday at 8:30am. Don’t forget to pack recess for Monday! Whilst at 

Lake Ainsworth students will enjoy activities such as sailing, snorkelling, archery, raft building, stand-up paddle 

boarding and rock climbing. They will also meet up with old friends from Nymboida and Tucabia schools and make 

friends with kids from a range of other schools. It will be a full-on week and they will be exhausted by the end of it. 

We estimate that we will be back in South Grafton on Friday around 3pm. Keep an eye on the school Facebook page 

for photo updates of all the fun each day. 

Adopt a backpack 

Please, please, please consider adding a small toy, book or art supplies to your weekly shopping and send it in to add 

to our backpacks that will be taken to Coonamble for the kids of farming families before Christmas. It doesn’t have to 

be much, think – ‘stocking fillers’. Any unwanted, but clean, backpacks are also needed to pack gifts into. Thanks to 

everyone who has already supported this initiative. 

Cheers, 

Andrew   
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Professional Learning 

Today I am back at school after attending 3 days of professional learning in Coffs Harbour as part of the ‘Art of 

Leadership’ course. This learning was undertaken with about 27 other school leaders, some of whom I knew but 

most I didn’t. The content of the course provided great learning for me but also the chance to talk with colleagues 

from different schools across the state is always valuable in furthering my education and hopefully bringing back 

some skills that will support our staff and kids. I’ve been teaching for over 30 years now and been a principal for 

nearly 10 but I don’t think I will ever know everything about the job – there’s always more to learn and I enjoy 

that. Whenever I go away and speak with other school leaders about what’s going on in our schools, I am always 

grateful to come back to my little piece of paradise! 

Professional Learning 2 

This term all of our teachers have started an online training course called ‘Music in the primary classroom’ which 

is run in partnership with the NSW Teachers Federation and Musica Viva. Training is undertaken in teacher’s 

own time and there are weekly assignments that need to be completed. As primary school teachers we teach 

across all subject areas and music is one that we felt we could use a little more guidance and support with. 

Literacy and Numeracy learning are the core of our business and these skills are crucial for students to develop. 

Likewise, a good strong foundation in Arts education (music, art, drama etc) is also vital in developing interesting, 

thoughtful and imaginative little people. When we get the balance of all of this learning right, that’s when the 

magic happens in schools! 

Guitar lessons 

We have 10 primary students who will be having guitar lessons starting this Monday with Luke from the Clarence 

Valley Conservatorium of Music. This is a great additional opportunity for these kids and I’m sure they will 

represent our school responsibly when out of class at their guitar lessons. I’m hoping they will be able to come 

back and teach me some new ideas! 

Red Rock camp 

Students in years 3-6 who are attending our camp to Red Rock need to return their notes to school ASAP. Please 

indicate whether or not you are able to supply a tent. 

Lake Ainsworth Excursion 

Students in Years 5 and 6 who wish to attend the excursion to Lake Ainsworth at the end of term 3 need to pay 

their $100 deposit before the end of term 1. 

Year 6 High School notes 

Year 6  2020 high school ‘Expression of interest” notes are due back to me by next Friday. After that they will 

need to be taken directly to your school of choice if it is a public high school. I have no spare notes so if you have 

lost yours you will need to download another one from: 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/going-to-a-public-school/enrolment/high-school-enrolment 

  

Cheers, 

Andrew 
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CANTEEN – TERM 1 - 2020 

Mar 16  Terri Quiring & Jenny 

Mar 23  Lucy Ellem & Emma Farmer 

Mar 30  Kate Knight & Kerrie Vanderham 

Apr 6  Tanya Amiet & Wyloe Black 

If you are available to help in the canteen this 

year, can please contact Rhonda 66473121? 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMING EVENTS – TERM 1 

Mar 14
th

  Basketball continues. 

Apr 1
st

  Cross Country. 

Apr 2-3
rd

 Students Year 3-6 Overnight Excursion to 

Red Rock.  

Apr 7
th

 Small schools cross country 

Apr 9
th

   Old School Day - End of Term One 

 

Apr 28
th

            Students return to school for Term Two 

 

 

  

 

 

 

               

 

 

 
    

 

 

 

  

 


